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After all the hard work over the past few 
months the Club is coming alive.  The 
Board, Committees, and many members 
have gotten the Club ready for the Sum-
mer.  Many thanks to all who have been 
hard at work.  If you haven’t been to the 
Club in some time, come on down to see 
what has changed.    Thanks to Nick Vacca-
ro and Mel Goldenberg for putting together 
the town hall last month.  There were 18 
members present along with 7 of us from 
the Board.  Some great ideas were brought 
up and we will look to implement as we 
can.  Here were some highlights:   

*  New members don’t really know the ins and 
outs of the club and getting quick hit info on 
who to ask for things (like a new member 
cheat sheet), how to ensure you are getting 
credit for your spend.   

* The website needs a refresh as this is the 
first impression of the club for a lot of pro-

spects. 

* Being able to earn work hours as a host/hostess. 

On top of the highlights, it was mentioned that 
there is an intimidation factor for new people 
walking into bar.  It’s up to all of us to ensure 
the Club is a welcoming place for all.   

Below are some comments that have come into 
the Board recently... 

* I just wanted to give you kudos on the improve-
ment of the club menu.  My girlfriend and I had 
dinner there recently and she was very impressed 
with the new menu and the quality of the 
food.  Whatever problems Ponus has, they are not 
the result of problems with food quality, menu, ser-
vice. 

Wishing everyone a great season.  Best of luck 
to our fleet of fishermen on all the tournaments 
you enter.  We will be going on hiatus for the 
next two months from the article front.  The July 
and August Newsletters will mainly be photos of 
the summer.  Take some pictures and send them 
to secretary@ponusyachtclub.com and we’ll 
have include once created. 

Feel free to reach out to me with any other ques-
tions or comments at the above address. 

Marc  

https://ponusyachtclub.com/members-only/ 



Commodores Corner—Rich Gogola 

 

Greetings from the Commo-
dore.  Well, as everyone 
knows, the spring weather 
hasn't been the best.  It seems 
every weekend and every 
time we have an event, there's 
rain.  Hopefully it gets better 
soon.  As you heard at the last 
membership meeting, we are 
not in the best or ideal cash 
flow position. The bad weath-
er has hurt us greatly.  I've 
been to a lot of opening days 
at different clubs, and we are 
not alone with these prob-
lems. This is changing.  The 
board, along with the finance 
committee has taken immedi-
ate corrective action (reduce 
overhead/ generate revenue) 
headed in the right direc-
tion.  We will have more spe-
cifics to report at the next 
membership meeting.  We 
even changed the date of July 
board meeting because Molly 
just booked a last minute par-
ty on that day.  Maureen had 
a networking event that went 
well in the back room.  Dates 
are starting to fill up for 
bookings for the back room in 
the summer.  Keep posted for 
special events the member-

ship committee is having 
throughout the season for 
new members, but all are 
welcome.  The entertainment/ 
events committee will have 
bands, maybe a corn hole 
league/ tournament,  possible 
poker run, dock party, harbor 
cruise, etc.  We are moving 
forward with the golf outing, 
thanks to Danny, Kenny, 
Melissa, and Maureen volun-
teering to help.  We need 
more help.  If anyone can get 
us sponsors, new golf items 
for prizes/ raffles etc.  Posters 
should be up soon, I believe 
its Aug 16th, more to fol-
low.  Were going to have an 
upcoming work party to clear 
out that gravel area next to 
the deck, for more usable wa-
terfront space.  A member 
has graciously offered to do-
nate a nice propane fire pit 
for that area also.  Ed is look-
ing to do a pig roast/ luau at 
the end of the summer season 
also.  If you have any ideas, 
thoughts or suggestions, 
please do not hesitate to con-
tact me at fro-
line12@optonline.net   Also 
contact me if you have any 

problems or issues or com-
plaints(I never get those, lol) 
so we can try to fix or correct 
it.  Positive feedback is wel-
comed as well!  The dynamics 
of the area and the club are 
changing, and we as a whole 
membership body need to be 
fluid and change and adapt 
along with it, and figure out 
where we want to be and go in 
the future...do we want to be an 
exclusive members only club 
with full service staff, kitchen 
and bar, or do we want scaled 
down services, or to be open to 
the public and/ or guests?   
Tough questions and hard al-
ternatives and solutions, its  a 
balancing act of members/ 
guests and expenditures and 
services vs revenue.  No one 
here is an expert, and I wish I 
had all the answers but I don't, 
so again don't hesitate to con-
tact me with ideas, or an event 
we can run to generate reve-
nue, and encourage member 
participation.  Looking forward 
to seeing everyone down there 
and have a safe and happy 
summer. 



House Happenings—Quick Note from House Committee 

 Ponus Yacht Club Members 
& Families, 

As I sit here writing this quick 
note, my mind is wandering to 
try & remember what the sun's 
warmth feels like. I truly be-
lieve this has been one of the 
more radical Springs that I 
have experienced in quite 
some time. 

That being said, the boats are 
in and the Club is starting to 
come alive with activity. We 
have made some nice changes 
at the Club and your Ponus 
staff is eagerly awaiting your 
patronage. Even with the 
gloomy weather outside you 
can always find a ray of sun-
shine in the dining room or at 
the bar with some of your fel-
low members and possibly fu-
ture good friends. We have 
added the ever popular corn-
hole boards to the deck activi-
ties for your enjoyment & rec-
reation. 

Your Ponus crew has been 
working hard and it has been 

nice to hear your positive com-
ments ,making all feel a sense of 
club pride.  

A big thank you to all the people 
who helped make opening day 
go off without a hitch, whether it 
was, making the building look 
great, acting as master of cero-
monies or just lending a helping 
hand as needed, you know who 
you are and you are very much 
appreciated!  

  

Please look at the June schedule 
of events on the website and 
check out our new Facebook 
page with link below. This page 
was a collaboration between one 
of our newer members & favor-
ite radio personality Melissia 
Lonquich & Molly our bar man-
ager. I know that a lot of hard 
work went into creating this 
page & I want to personally 
thank them. This is what makes 
the Ponus a great place, people 
stepping up and making things 
happen for the good of the Club, 
Bravo Ladies!! 

When you see them around 
the club please let them know 
you appreciate their efforts!! 

  

I look forward to seeing you 
all on the deck enjoying the 
best & longest sunset in Stam-
ford!  

  

Like us on Facebook at Ponus 
Yacht Club Inc.  

https://www.facebook.com/
Ponus-Yacht-Club-Inc-
160707267934845/ 

  

Follow us on Twitter and In-
stagram @ ponusyc 

  

In Fellowship, your House 
Chairman 

TJ Koproski 





Membership Committee update—Mel Goldenberg 

mittee heads while relaxing 

on the deck to music by The 

Maria Tiscia Sabia Brazilian 

Band. 

July 21st (Saturday) from 4:00 

PM-to 8:00 PM is our 1st Re-

cruiting Event to bring new 

prospective members to the 

PYC deck to see what they’ve 

been missing all these years.  

Bring any prospective new ap-

plicants for a great time.  The 

Way Back Machine will be 

rocking the deck with Good 

Ole Rock and Roll.  Drink 

Specials. 

August 19th.(Sunday) from 

3:30 PM to 7:30 PM is the 2nd 

Recruiting event.  Make sure 

you bring a friend to show off 

the club to. They should have 

a good time with the Steele 

Drum sounds and Calypso 

vibe in the background.  Drink 

specials. 

June 27th (Wednesday) will 

be the first Mid-Week Family 

Night Out for a Movie and a 

½ Priced Bottle of Wine (with 

the kids).   While you enjoy a 

PYC dinner in the dining, 

room your young ones will 

enjoy a buffet dinner, and a 

movie in the banquet room.  

Two other dates selected are 

July 18th and August 15th.  

Look for more announce-

ments about these events on 

Constant Contact.  

Applications are available 

behind the bar or from any 

one on the Membership 

Committee.  Why not spon-

sor a new applicant early 

NOW so that they can enjoy 

as much of the year’s mem-

bership as possible.  $75 chit 

bonuses will continue to ap-

ply.  In order to sponsor some-

one for membership, you must 

know the applicant personally, 

have been a member yourself 

for at least one year and cur-

rently be a member-in-good-

standing. 

Looking forward to seeing 
you all at the club on the deck 
or in the dining room. 

Congratulations to our newest 

members, Giuseppe Castagna, 

Larissa Friedenberg, Ed Carril-

lo, Erik VanderPoel and Matt 

Grasso, all voted in at the May 

29th Membership meeting. 

Please say hello when you meet 

them at the club.  There are more 

new applicants that will be in-

terviewed this month. 

Upcoming New Membership 

drive events: 

Networking after Work (NAW) 

hosted an event at the PYC deck 

Wednesday, May 23rd for over 60 

of their members even in the rain.  

We are hoping that some of them 

will find the club a place they 

want to join.  Maureen, Mel and 

Bryan were on hand to chat the 

club up the NAW folks. 

New Member Welcoming Recep-

tion is planned for June 7th for 

new members from 2016, 2017 

and 2018.  A chance to get to 

know each other and meet our 

Board Members and the Com-



Men’s Night Dinner—by Dan Fedele 

 

Men’s night will be Thursday June 21, 2018. 

Mussels Fra Diavolo 
Long Hots 

Salad 
Bread 

Prime Rib 
Penne Bolognese 

Garlic Mashed Potatoes 
Green Beans 

 
Cookies 

Sambuca and Coffee 
 

 



Ponus June Birthdays  

 

Member BIRTHDATE MEMBER DATE 

MERRITT, SONNY 6/2 09/27/1988 

CHASE, DAVID 6/3 02/22/2011 

TEDESCO, LARRY 6/6 06/30/2016 

KEITMEIER, THOMAS 6/6 02/23/2010 

BOTTINO, GINO MD 6/7 06/02/2016 

BURKE, FRANK 6/8 06/29/2017 

KARL, WAYNE 6/9 04/27/1982 

GEISS, EDWARD 6/9 06/17/2015 

BELEFONTE, PAT 6/11 04/24/1990 

HOGAN, JAMES 6/12 08/26/1970 

O'CONNOR, ROBERT 6/15 08/28/2015 

PANNONE, TONY 6/18 08/31/1993 

MASSARO, ED 6/19 10/29/2002 

NANAI, ALEXANDER 6/19 03/05/2018 

ROSSI, JOHN 6/19 02/23/2010 

DUNN, JOHN 6/19 01/29/2013 

CANTAVERO, CARLO 6/20 11/06/2013 

PULASKI, CHRIS 6/20 08/06/2014 

WOLFERT, WALTER 6/21 10/31/1989 

MACDONALD, MARTIN 6/22 09/30/1986 

BUCKLEY, JOHN 6/24 09/29/2016 

SWAGGART, KEITH 6/24 04/28/2016 

COLARUSSO, JOSEPH 6/25 11/27/2012 

PERRI, JOHN 6/25 11/30/1999 

GAYDOSH, WILLIAM 6/27 04/24/1990 

CHIAPETTA, DON 6/27 06/30/1998 

MEHAN, CHRIS 6/28 09/08/2016 

DAVIES, SANDY 6/28 06/06/2016 

TALLCOUCH, CHRIS 6/30 03/25/2003 



Board of Directors 
 

Commodore: Rich Gogola 

Prior Commodore: Greg Fries 

Rear Commodore: Jeff Saunders 
Vice Commodore: Curt Cullin 

Secretary: Marc Faubel 

Treasurer: Joe Kapustynski 

House Chair: TJ Koproski 

Fleet Captain: Joe Bernadino 

Trustee (1): Frank Dell 

Trustee (2): Dan Fedele 
Trustee (3): Mike Cottle 

Board Director (1): Randy Dinter 

Board Director (2): Brian Tunney 

Board Director (3): George Ward 

203-323-7157 

We’re on the Web 

WWW.ponusyachtclub.com 

Like us on Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/Ponus-Yacht-Club 

 

Ponus 

Yacht 

Club 

Est 1911 


