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Happy 2018 from The 
Ponus Yacht Club.  As I’m 
writing this it’s a brisk 19 
degrees outside and I can’t 
help looking forward to 
Spring (80 days away) and 
even better Memorial Day 
Weekend (just a short 147 
days away) when boating 
season kicks into 

gear.  This past month 
has been busy at the club 
with the Election, both 
the Kids Christmas party 
along with the Member 
Christmas party and fi-
nally New Years 
Eve.  Thank you to the 
Staff, Ladies Auxiliary, 
and the members for get-
ting everything ready for 
the events of the past 
month.   

For those that missed it, 
the election was an excit-
ing one.  As you can see 
from the below election 

results, there needed to 
be a second vote for 
Vice Commodore as 
there was a 58/58 
tie.  After counting the 
second vote, it was de-
termined that those 
who voted the second 
time, deadlocked 
again, leading to a third 
vote for the posi-
tion.  While waiting for 
the third vote to close, 
the Election Commit-
tee recounted the sec-
ond vote and realized 
that they miscounted 
the second vote giving 

Curt a 1 vote edge over 
Dan.  Many thanks to 
Dave Chase and his Elec-
tion Committee for their 
efforts that evening.   

For anyone that would 
like to write anything for 
future newsletters, feel 
free to reach out.  Stay 
warm everyone!   

Marc Faubel 

Secretary 



Fleet Captain’s View—Joe Bernadino 
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available for download on the 
website or available as hard 
copies in the clubhouse. 

Any trailer boats that are be-
ing stored at the club but have 
not yet arrived please notify 
the Fleet Captain once your 
trailer and boat have arrived 
in the parking lot. The club 
will position your trailer and 
boat in its’ storage location. 

I have not seen any recent evi-
dence of cat feeding, however 
all members should be on alert 
for this kind of activity. Report 
any issue/observations to the 
Fleet Captain! 

Happy New Year and pray for 
an early dry  spring! 

As we move into the New 
Year all current slip holders 
are reminded that your sum-
mer slip fees are due in full by 
February 1st, 2018. Failure to 
do will result in your slip be-
ing assigned to the next most 
senior club member. Moreo-
ver, all members desiring a 
2018 summer slip must have 
an executed application deliv-
ered to the Fleet Captain by 
January 15th! New 2018 slip 
members will be notified by 
mid-February. You must pay 
the balance of your summer 
slip fee by the end of Febru-
ary! 

We have recently experience some 
unexpectedly cold weather. I urge 
all boaters to inspect their vessels; 
especially vessels stored in the wa-
ter. Already one bubbler has 
failed and required replacement! 
If you believe a bubbler has been 
compromised notify the Fleet 
Captain at once. Also, please be 
advised that the dock box on the 
right side of the ramp contains 
submersible pumps and extension 
cords. Do not hesitate to utilize 
this equipment if your vessel is in 
peril. Any vessel that is in peril 
the Fleet Captain must be notified 
immediately! All winter storage 
members should have completed 
and submitted a storage contract 



Commodore’s Corner—Rich Gogola 

I hope everyone had a happy and 
healthy holiday season and New 
Years.  I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank everyone 
for their support at the election, 
and also thank all the board mem-
bers, new and old, committees, 
members, and staff who keep this 
place running.   
 
We’re coming into winter and the 
slow season, so this gives us 
some time to prep and sharpen up 
for spring.  A number of people 
have approached me with so 
many ideas.  I'm glad to see and 
hear people excited about the club 
again.  I'm going to leave my 
email and cell number so every-
one can get in touch with me, if 
you have an issue or an idea, and 
can’t make it to the meet-
ing.  (froline12@optonline.net)  (
914 462 2417).     

 
December seems to have been 
a busy and hopefully profita-
ble month.  We have a lot of 
new and talented members, as 
well as some well seasoned 
and talented long time mem-
bers whose work goes un-
sung.  Lets all work together 
to make this place great again, 
a commodity to enter the 
club.  It’s not about white col-
lar, blue collar, boater, non 
boater, smoker, non smok-
er.  We’re all members, lets 
all get involved and partici-
pate.   
 
Some of the ideas I've thought 
about and been approached 
with are addressing the condi-
tion of the front of the build-
ing to make it more appealing, 

and some structural issues on the 
south wall.   
 
People have expressed interest in 
a mid-winters blues party, a casi-
no bus trip, a booze cruise  to 
NYC (I mean dinner cruise),  pig 
roast, etc.  Oh, and did I mention 
the indoor shuffleboard court and 
monday night tournaments 
(maybe a pipe dream) along with 
the outdoor firepit and showers.  
 
I'm not gonna dwell on the past 
and lackluster financial perfor-
mance, but lets really try to shake 
things up going forward, and 
make this a place we want to 
come down to with our families 
and friends.  And just think of it, 
if most of us get a friend to join, 
what great financial shape we 
will be in.   
 

A word from the Ladies Auxiliary—Barb Cassidy 
The children’s Christmas party 
was a great time for both kids and 
adults.  We had a visit by an elf 
that made balloons for the kids 
thanks to Joe.  The fire depart-
ment did a great job getting Santa 
here since his reindeer were back 
at the North Pole getting ready for 
Christmas.  Thanks to TJ for get-
ting that arranged on quick notice. 
The kids were very excited about 
the gifts Santa brought and the 
raffle was fun for the kids as well 
as a success for the club. Thanks 
to the parents for their support.   

The member party basket raffles 
were beautiful. Thanks to the la-
dies for putting together such 
great baskets. I am sure the win-

ners will be enjoying them, 
especially Frank who won the 
‘booze’ basket.  

Christmas decorations will be 
coming down soon and Valen-
tines decorations going up. If 
anyone is interested in assist-
ing, speak to one of the ladies 
Auxiliary board members.   

Thanks to our new members 
Lori Curtin, Sue Scully and 
Maureen Boylan for helping 
with the party setup and sell-
ing raffle tickets.  As always 
thanks to Richie Wolk, 
George Ward, Chris Estepp 
and Ken Bruno for helping 
setup. We appreciate the help 

you give us every year.  We had a 
special helper this year, thanks 
Whitney Short. (Sally’s grand-
daughter) 

Thanks to all the members who 
support the Ladies Auxiliary 
throughout the year whether buy-
ing raffles or assisting with one of 
their many things they do at the 
club. 

For all the members, spouses and 
significant others, we can always 
use help throughout the year. 
Please contact one of the Auxiliary 
directors for more information or 
to volunteer.  Our next meeting is 
on January 17th at 7:00pm 



Prior Trustees 2017 wrap-up 

Your Trustees were very busy 
this year.   

We checked all our licenses 
and permits to make sure we 
are current.  Took the first 
physical inventory in 
years.  By itself, a single in-
ventory has limited value, but 
with the 2018 physical inven-
tory we can track change.  Our 
bar prices became an issue 

with $15 martinis.  Your, Trus-
tees collected cost information, 
competitive price information 
and recommended new pric-
es.  An Employee Handbook was 
written and we coordinated the 
new smoking area.  We per-
formed 6 unannounced cash au-
dits and uncovered some is-
sues.  Your Board of Directors 
ask the Trustees to take over Seal 
Tickets.  Here we realized the 

process and controls over club 
cash were weak.  This lead to 
start writing a Standard Opera-
tions Procedure manual.  We 
thank you for the opportunity of 
serving as your Trustees. 

Rich, Dan and Frank 
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Men’s Night—by Dan Fedele 

fagoli w/ hot sausage, 
long hots and salad.  
The main course fea-
tures Roast Beef w/ 
gravy; Chicken 

Men's night will be Thurs-
day January  11th.  What a 
great way to start off the 
new year!   The menu is 
Muscles fra Diavlo,  pasta 

Scarpielllo, garlic 
mashed potatoes and 
green beans.  We wrap 
up the night with cof-
fee, cookies and Sam-

buca for those in the mood. 
Come on down and enjoy 
the great meal and fun 
times! 



“How can I participate in the 

club” is a question I’m often 

asked by members, new and old 

alike.  Very simple—ask to join a 

Committee.  The Commodore is 

vested with the authority to create 

and appoint members to commit-

tees.  Formation of Committees 

usually takes place between now 

and the January Membership meet-

ing on the last Tuesday of the 

month.  Call or email our incom-

ing Commodore, Richie Gogola.  

His contact information is– 914-

462-2417 or froline@optonline.net 

Do you have a suggestion that 

could improve the club?  Why 

not put that idea forward to the 

right person where your  opinion 

will get some attention from the 

folks that can make things happen 

at the PYC, your Board of Direc-

tors!  All suggestions should be in 

Membership Committee —by Guest Columnist  Mel Goldenberg 

writing, signed by the Member 

making the suggestion and sub-

mitted by email (or letter) to 

the incoming club Secretary, 

Marc Faubel.  His contact in-

formation is: 

MarcFaubel@gmail.com.  He 

will get your suggestion to the 

Board for discussion. 

With 2017 ending, we tallied 

39 new applications this year, 

of which 38 applicants have 

become members and been 

sworn-in.  Congratulations to 

our newest members voted in 

at the December 12th Member-

ship/Election meeting (Karen 

Danks and Shahan Islam). 

Please say hello when you 

meet them at the club.  A greet-

ing and offer of comradery at 

the club goes a long way to 

making new, lasting friend-

ships and maintaining mem-

bers over the long run.  Why 

not sponsor a new applicant 

early in the year so that new 

members can enjoy as much 

of the year’s membership as 

possible.  Chit bonuses will 

continue to apply.  In order to 

sponsor someone for member-

ship, you must know the ap-

plicant personally, have been a 

member yourself for at least 

one year and currently be a 

member-in-good-standing.  

New applications for 2018 re-

flecting By-Law changes 

made in late 2017 will be 

available behind the bar after 

January 2, 2018. 

See you at the Ponus and on 
the water in 2018. 



Club Update—Message from PYC Club Manager—Joe Loughran 

Happy New Year 2018 from 
Joe Loughran - Your New 
Ponus Club Manager! 
 
If you are a member at any 
club, you should expect to be 
made to feel "special" on each 
visit. Whether Country Club, 
Golf Club, Yacht Club, or Fit-
ness Club, it simply should be 
the norm. 
 
In 2018, we at The Ponus aim 
to improve on that pledge daily, 
throughout the year, in a num-
ber of different ways. The re-
turn of free hot buttered pop-
corn, while welcomed already 
by many, is not all that we are 
referring to. 
 
What are the comments we 
have been hearing from mem-
bers? For openers, tastier and 
more creative food to entice 
you to visit with guests more 
frequently is one important way 
to grow. Improved service 
standards through updated 
training, new hires, and closer 
supervision as warranted, will 
all go a long way to seeing you 
at your club more often. In the 
"spirit" of the holidays, and 
hospitality, we ask for your 
help in attaining parts of this 
goal right at the beginning of 
the year - by responding to this 
note with a constructive com-
ment or two (hold the sarcasm 
please) of a few other ways we 
can sincerely work towards 
making your visit to your club 

make you feel more "special" 
and help us deliver the things 
that make a difference that are 
important to you, your family, 
and guests. 
 
A brave request ? Perhaps. Not 
to worry - we are braced for 
your replies.("A fly in my 
soup? How 'bout a fly in my 
drink?!) But those of us work-
ing for you who have hospitali-
ty running through our veins do 
have an ongoing passion to 
please, which we hope will be-
come more contagious to all 
staff members this year and al-
lows us to better convey what 
makes all of us "worker bees" 
feel good at the end of the 
day... a members table well tak-
en care of. 
 
In addition, we ask for your 
help in better identifying your 
favorite liquor brand or cock-
tail, especially if it's a little dif-
ferent from the norm. We have 
many bottles that seem to be 
collecting dust that we don't 
plan on reordering unless or un-
til we hear from you. Also, we 
want to do a better job of being 
sure not to run out of your fa-
vorite adult beverage. We are 
happy to carry any brand you 
would like to enjoy at your club 
if you might be ordering it on a 
somewhat regular basis. 
 
This takes us back to the begin-
ning of this note ... about mak-
ing you feel special when com-

ing to your club, especially when 
bringing guests whom we hope to 
impress enough to then turn into 
members, based on their experi-
ence from your invitation. In 
2018, we plan to better earn your 
trust in this regard. 
 
Can all of these goals be accom-
plished in a matter of weeks or a 
few months? 
Obviously not, but as your Club 
Manager, now properly "settled 
in", by Spring 2018 we believe 
you will have witnessed a steady 
improvement in a number of fac-
ets of our operation and a notice-
able response to the constructive 
comments we have asked you to 
share as members and important 
"restaurant reviewers". April and 
May, inside and on the patio, will 
have a noticeably different feel - 
that we are running the business, 
instead of the business running 
us. Oh, what a feeling that will 
be ! 
 
Please help our stated mission by 
dropping a line @ clubmanag-
er@ponusyachtclub and Joe or 
Molly will respond to each con-
structive comment within a week, 
if not sooner. 
 
Thank you for your patience and 
support to date. Your Club Man-
ager and Staff pledge to bring 
you added value to your Ponus 
membership in the coming year, 
sooner rather than later ! 
 
Joe Loughran  



Kid’s Christmas Party! 
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Kid’s Christmas Party! 



Adult Christmas Party! 
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Ponus January Birthdays  

22 Members this month! 

Member BIRTHDATE MEMBER DATE 

READ, JAMES 1/3 09/28/2010 

HERMAN, TRAVIS 1/3 06/29/2017 

INSINGA SR., VINCENT 1/4 03/27/1981 

HALSTROM, HOWARD 1/5 07/25/1989 

DIDELOT, RICHARD 1/6 09/29/1981 

FIORITA, PAUL 1/10 05/27/2008 

CERBONE, MARIO 1/11 03/29/2011 

LOWRY, MICHAEL 1/12 06/02/2016 

PRELI, RICHARD 1/14 04/28/2016 

COHN, CHARLES 1/21 02/26/1985 

OMELUK, RAYMOND 1/23 03/31/1967 

GIANGOIA, ROBERT 1/23 08/28/2007 

FLASTER, HOWARD 1/24 09/30/1986 

SIDDONS, GREG 1/24 08/30/2017 

TWARDY, CHARLES 1/25 11/02/1978 

BYXBEE, KEN 1/25 03/28/1989 

ERRETT, MARK 1/27 06/02/2016 

FRANZETTI, CARL 1/28 02/24/1987 

BARBER, BRADLEY 1/29 11/27/2007 

VACCHIO, ALFONSO 1/30 07/25/2016 

LEVESQUE, RYAN 1/30 09/29/2016 

HEELAN, BRIAN 1/31 06/25/2013 



Board of Directors 
 

Commodore: Rich Gogola 

Prior Commodore: Greg Fries 

Rear Commodore: Tommy Bivona 
Vice Commodore: Curt Cullin 

Secretary: Marc Faubel 

Treasurer: Joe Kapustynski 

House Chair: TJ Koproski 

Fleet Captain: Joe Bernadino 

Trustee (1): Frank Dell 

Trustee (2): Dan Fedele 
Trustee (3): Mike Cottle 

Board Director (1): Randy Dinter 

Board Director (2): Brian Tunney 

Board Director (3): George Ward 

203-323-7157 

We’re on the Web 

WWW.ponusyachtclub.com 

Like us on Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/Ponus-

Yacht-Club 

PYC come on down and enjoy your Club 

Ponus 

Yacht 

Club 

Est 1911 


